BITTEN BY A RADIOACTIVE SPIDER, STUDENT PETER PARKER GAINED THE PROPORTIONATE STRENGTH 
AND AGILITY OF AN ARACHNID! ARMED WITH HIS WONDROUS WEB-SHOOTERS, THE RELUCTANT SUPER 
HERO STRUGGLES WITH SINISTER SUPER-VILLAINS, MAKING ENDS MEET, AND MAINTAINING SOME 
SEMBLANCE OF A NORMAL LIFE! 2 
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WHOLE WORLD COULD KNOW 
THAT PETER PARKER AND SPIDER] 
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Hi, Heroes! 
I've just been looking over a list of the 
new projects, titles, team-ups and series 


that our indefatigable editor-in-chief, 
Titanic Tom DeFalco, and his sagacious 
staff of editorpersons have been cooking 
up for you in their colorful little inglenooks. 
here in the hallowed halls of Marvel. 

Now this isn't gonna be a high-pres- 
sure, hard-sell puff piece describing all our 
fantastic new feature ideas; you'll be able 
to learn about them in the forthcoming 
WAM bulletins, as well as in future issues 
of MARVEL AGE and our usual batch of 
scintillating, self-laudatory ads and 
announcements in the months to come. 

Instead, in these few paragraphs, 
which are among the most widely read in 
all of comicdom, | want to once again 
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express my boundless admiration — and 
‘the admiration of Marvel fans everywhere 
— for the brilliant creative output of the 
most harch staff in comics. 

Just think about it. Virtually every 
issue that Tom's loyal legions produces is 
tantamount to a full-length feature film in 
plot, complexity and characterization. 
But, whereas the average movie takes at 
least a year (and usually much longer) 
from inception to completion, our cele- 
brated sagas are produced at the unbe- 
lievable rate of a new one each and every 
month! And hey, we're not talking just 
‘one movie-length masterpiece each 
month, but nearly a hundred separate 
superhero titles within each thirty-day 
Period! It doth fairly boggle the mind! 

That's the reason for this heartfelt 
though woefully inadequate tribute to 
Marvel's creative geniuses wherever they 
may be. It's not because they're unappre- 
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ciated; they've won every award in the 
book! It's not because they twisted my 
arm; they have no idea I'm writing this! 
It's not because | have to; | can use this 
space to spout off about any subject 
under the sun! And it's not because I've 
never mentioned it before—t've extolled 
their brilliance many times over the past 
years. 

No, the only reason | just had to write 
this column is because | admire and 
respect each and every one of these gift- 
ed Marvel madmen whose awesome cre- 
ative output brings such reading pleasure 
to countless fans around the world. 
Although, “admire and respect” doesn't 
nearly say enough — | just plain love ‘em 
all, and I've got a hunch that you do, too! 
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here was all sorts of 

mayhem around the 

e@ Bullpen this month as 
the whole Marvel gang was fea- 
tured on MTV. The excitement 
3 started when MTV veejay Karyn 
Bryant showed up with a cam- 

@ cra crew to tape some spots 
around the Bullpen. The spots 
aired one day in February, 
somewhere between "Club 
MTV" and “Yo, MTV Raps!" and 
featured such stalwarts as Bob 
Harras, Mark Gruenwald, and 
Dave ‘(the Lettering Guy) 
‘Sharpe! Will this lead to future 
Marvel/MTV collaborations — 


"Club NFL Superpro,” or “Yo, Darkhawk 


Raps!"? Guess we'll just have to let the chips 
fall where they may. 

One guy who was hollering “mayday” 
around the halls of Marvel was Epic Executive 
Editor Carl Potts, who recently launched a new 
epic with the birth of his son Justin Carl in Jan- 
ary. Because Carl's baby was born under the 
Epic imprint, this means Carl and his wife 
Cathy retain complete ownership of the baby if 

@ iit goes on to become a successful comic book 
®@ series! (Contrary to rumor, Car's baby wasn't 
3 born in the Mayo Clinic! 

‘One guy who didn’t exactly come over on 

the Mayflower is Len Kaminski, who recently 

left staff to become regular scripter on IRON 
MAN, the all-new MORBIUS THE LIVING VAM- 
PIRE ‘series, and the long-awaited SLAPSTICK 
limited series. We've been promising SLAP- 
STICK for quite a while now, but this year, we'll 
get it out, come what may. 

‘Taking Len’s place as Ralph Macchio’s 
assistant is Pat Garrahy, who may or may not 
run for mayor some day. Replacing Pat as 
Glenn Herdling’s assistant is Mike Lackey, the 
writer of the smash hit WOW WORLD CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP WRESTLING comic, who told us he 
no longer wants to be hit over the head with a 
steel chair by the WCW champ. Mike's new 
ambition in life is to actually be the one who 
gets to hit the champ over the head with the 
steel chair. WCW editor Mike Rockwitz said if 
Lackey keeps this up, he will personally whack 
Lackey over the head with a word processor, or 
desk, or whatever's handy. 

That Mike Lackey may be wacky — but 
there were plenty of lunatics to be found at the 

®© annual Toy Fair which was held in New York the 
second week in February. There were tons and 
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tons 0’ new toys on display — 
this being the event where toy 
manufacturers run their new 
product lines up the maypole to 
see who salutes. The highlight 
Of the toy fair for us, of course, 
was the party held one night for 
the Marvel elite to hobnob with 
retailers and manufacturers in 
the toy industry. 

Terry Stewart and Stan 
Lee — no may-flies on these 
guys — were there to officially 
inaugurate the 30th anniversary 
celebration of Spider-Man. 
Spidey himself showed up to 
blow out the candles. A few of 
Spidey's friends and foes showed up, as well — 
among them, Captain America, Iron Man, 
Doctor Doom, and the Green Goblin. Some 
guys will do anything for a free meal! 

Exeoutives from Carolco Pictures were also 
present — that's the studio that's currently set 
to produce the Spider-Man live-action motion 
picture — but sadly, Spidey director James 
Cameron was unable to attend. Be that as 
may, a splendid time was had by all. 

The centerpiece of the Marvel party was 
The Danger Room, which was a special trap- 
filled room that had been set up to snare 
unsuspecting party-goers. The room was filled 
with smoke, and you all know how dangerous 
smoke is! You could choke on it! An over- 
weight Professor X on a viewscreen guided 
victims through the room, which offered oppor- 
tunities to play the Spidey and Captain America 
arcade video games absolutely free! Talk about 
danger — patrons could have been trampled 
by overeager video enthusiasts. Thankfully, this 
did not occur. Other hazards: The Danger 
Room was very dark — people could have 
tripped and bumped their heads! Ninety per- 
cent of all Danger Room head injuries are 
caused by poor lighting! The showstopper was 
a ten-foot robot which stalked like a Sentinel 
with a few chips short of a full memory. Truly, 
all who entered were lucky to have made it out 
alive. After a harrowing experience like that, we 
all could have used a vacation down in Cape 
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‘Well, it looks like we may be out of room for 
this month. Or we may not. We may never 
know. e 
Next month: JUNE! 

COUNTDOWN TO SPIDER-MAN: THE © 
MOTION PICTURE: 755 days and counting 3 
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